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Food For Though

Religious Stays in Italy

Ii}' Mother Marcha

The n-’.m~pmﬁt Associarion O:;pirulitf:. l{c]igiusu [raliana (Iralian
lic|igiuuz; Ht‘ﬁipit:‘l.]it_\') {'-.\;ww.v.uspit:ﬂit:u'L'|igimu.ir}._ ]1:_':1dqu:1rtcrcd ar Via
Molina 10 in Varese, a city in I_,uml'y:lrd_'_r northwest of Milan, rel.
327-3842841, counts some 4,000 “reli gious p|:11_‘u:; to stay’ in It:l]_‘v'. with a
roral of some 287,000 beds. These include gucﬁt]muscs._ 11:}]5(.1::._\' houses,
B&Bs, campsites, hostels, and ]mrmirngcs. convents, and monasteries

which Open to Visitors on vacation and ro students.

Of these “stays.” 1,818 with 113,356 beds are administered directly by
reli gious pcr:;m‘mc]; 1,487 with 123,985 beds l'yuhmg toa J'L‘Hgiﬂus order

bLlE ArC run 1'.'_\" IEI_‘."PCUPIC: IIHI"—J ‘-.‘I.'il']'] 13,157 I.'](Td:i l']{.‘lﬂl'ig o !I'IL‘.ITI-'PI'K‘.FHT.'

hristian associations an + with 26,201 beds are run by laypeople for
Ch d 447 with 36,301 bed by laypeople f
pmﬁt bur EPCEiﬂ]iJ{L‘ in accommodarions for reli ginus groups. Of all
these. 817 have facilities for the disabled. 1.209 for sports activities, and 1,120 for meetings. Manv are particularly
hese, 817 have facilities for the disabled, 1,209 for sp 11,120 f 5. Many are particulark

:Jppmprintc tor families and several accept pets.

Mo other COUNTTY, NOt cven Spain, ofters similar “rc]igiuuﬂ" ]mspit:ﬂit_v. 'Ihc_'-.-' are tound in all zo regions of lrn]_\-' with
the 1:1rg::5t number, some Goo. |ugicnl]}= in Lazio, the province of Rome, with many in Rome and several wichin
wn]king distance to Varican City. I've described a few in my “Food For 'l]mughr": Wanrt a {':hcup Room Near the
Vartican? Iry Via Monte del Gallo,” I'TV, I-'chru:n'}-' 2015. Orthers nc:u'l'a}' thar | can recommend and thar are also on
O.R 1s website are Centro Boemo Velehrad ar Via delle Fornaci #200: Emmaus Horel ar Via delle Fornaci #25; and
Holiday Home Santa Maria alle Fornaci at Piazza Santa Maria delle Fornaci #27. Farcher afield: Villa San Giovanni at
Via del Casale di San Pio V, #1 and Hotel Santa Prisca at Largo Manlio Gelsomini #zs.

After Lazio comes Lombardy with 481, Tuscany with 361, and Emilia Romagna with 342. Look into: Albergo Sacro
Monrte, Via Salvarore Bianchi $5, NATEsE; Ho]id::._@’ House Oblace Sisters of the Assumprion, Borgo Pinto #s, Florence:

and Horel Palazzo Gallerri Abbiosi, Via di Roma #140. Ravenna.

einal (lealian, Eng“:‘.h French, Spani:i]a__ Portuguesc, and German) state-of-the-art website

The Association’s mu|ri1inb

lists them all. Each CNLTY has a phu-mgr::.ph and icons of all the services offered as well asa dcscriptiun nf'n{:arh}'
transportarion and tourist arrractions. Most srays” include breaktast and Wi-Fi and accept credit cards. Thus you
1m|_\-' need to make a few clicks to check our and book the “stay” that best fulfills your needs. There's even an CNIry

with a list of the O.R.L “stays’ that have never closed during lockdown.

S:ldl_x-', bur prcdi:_‘mlﬂ_\-', in mid#\-‘\ny, [ received an :4|:1rming press release from Fabio Rocechi, the Associarion's
President. Its headline was: “I{L‘Hginu.ﬁ hn:ipim]it}' in |t:1|_v is on its knees, and this rime nor for prayer.” The bad news
is thar (m|_x' halt of the websice's entries (not yet :-i}'Jll;_'CiﬁL‘d which ones) will Llcﬁnitﬂ_\-' reopen this summer. One in
three is Wairing to scc how the ['IL')"'-.-"IIJ~|9 p:mdcmi:: evolves before mnking a decision. Abour 200 have decided nort

O T{_‘L‘.IP{_‘TI in 2020 1-1]'".{ 21]'][1['1{_‘1’ 100 IOT TO TL‘L‘.IPL‘I'I CYVCT l'lglli'l'l.

"The entrics’ economic loss is estimared to have been 3 million curo a d:l}-‘ Lll.l]'il'lg the lockdown, which nor (m|_x'
dumugcs access to affordable rourism bur more impm‘mnﬂ_&’ diminishes the finances of the many Churc]pﬁuppm‘rcd
schools and charicable p:lmf_‘]'li:ﬂ groups in |t:1|_x' burt also in the Third World that receive contributions from these

“rel igiuu:: sravs.”

Yer the press release is not mtu”_'-.-' pessimistic. The gr.md news is, thar in spite of their nvcn\'hﬂming lost income and
the CXpenses uf_:;:miti?:ing their premises, all of the “reli gious stays’ thar are dcﬁnirc]}' reopening have decided not to
|:1_\' oft any of their cmp]n}-'r:uz: and nor to raise their prices. In facr, many have decided ro lower their prices even it

II'lTL‘L'-’L]LlllTT.'L'T}i E‘.fFl'I'llL‘]Tl L‘){}'!L‘L‘T (K] IUSL‘ I'H_'t\‘n't_‘l:_'l'l 403 21]1{_{ 9(} PL‘I’L‘L‘T]T.' l.){:t]'li_‘ir income in 2020,

Needless to say, it is well known thar tourism is one of |t:1|_x".~; main industries, the COUNETY s pctmlcum_ [t accounts
for c. 12% of its GDP and c. 13% of its rotal national employment. In 2019 it contribured 40 billion curo to the
cconomy, 6% more than the year betore. Rocchi's press release is Lmdnuhrf:dl}-' an attempt, with the hclp of us
jnu]’t‘l:l]iﬁ[ﬁ, to gain the ZOVErNMENt's attention, intervention and protection for 1'L'|igiuus rourism. lf'-_x-'uu can, come to

lraly...
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